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The Signified Meaning of the Phrase “I Do Not

Know Him”

In the Judgment of Yahya ibn Ma'in
Abstract

This study examines the meaning of the phrase “7 do

not know him” as used by Imam Yahya ibn Ma'in in his
evaluation of narrators. It involves extracting the names of
narrators whom Ibn Ma'in described with this phrase,
followed by a translation of each narrator's biography—
including their full name and, if available, their year of
death. The study limits each biography to what has been
said about the narrator regarding JarhA wa Ta'dil (criticism
and validation), presenting each entry with Ibn Ma'in’s
statement before concluding with an analysis of critics'
opinions and determining the most appropriate evaluation.
The study seeks to clarify Ibn Ma'in’s stance on the

narrator(s) whom he labeled “7 do not know him” by
comparing his assessment with the views of other scholars.
This comparison helps to determine the narrators' status
among Hadith scholars and the subsequent ruling on
narrating from them, thereby shedding light on Ibn Ma'in’s

¢
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intent behind using this phrase. The study concludes that
the term “7 do not know him”was applied by Ibn Ma'in to
unknown narrators, whether their status was uncertain
despite their identified name or both their identity and
status were entirely unknown.
The study identifies thirty narrators whom Ibn Ma'in

described with this phrase. Occasionally, he applied it to
weak narrators with potential deficiencies. In cases where
critics assessed a narrator as tuthful Saduq), Ibn Ma'in’s
phrase might indicate their limited Hadith transmission. In
addition, the study highlights Ibn Ma'in’s expansive use of
certain critical terminology, requiring further clarification
to grasp his intent fully. His broad application of such
terms reflects his deep expertise in the science of Hadith
criticism (Jarh wa Ta'dil).

The study of critics’ assessments regarding narrators
whom Ibn Ma'in labeled “7 do not know him” produced
the following results:

. Ibn Ma'in applied this phrase to thirteen narrators,

with critics ultimately identifying them as unknown
(Majhuly.



e o gom ple¥l e Myl ¥ Laat Jelos dasle g gl : g

. Imam Al-Bukhari used the same phrase for six
narrators, whom critics later determined to be weak
(Da'th.

. Al-Bukhari also applied the phrase to six narrators,
later assessed as ¢ruthful Saduq).

. Al-Bukhari used the phrase for two narrators,
ultimately classified as truthful but prone to errors
(Saduq yukhti’).

Keywords: Signified Meaning, Phrase, Ibn Ma'in,
Unknown Identity, I Do Not Know Him, Weak,
Truthtul.
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