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On the Banks of the Tigris and Euphrates:
A Study in Narrative Structures
Abstract

The present study examines Taher Al-Tanahi’s
collection of short stories, On the banks of the Tigris
and Euphrates, highlighting the most significant eras in
Islamic history, particularly in relation to war, politics,
literature, and society. It recounts events that occurred
along the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, emphasizing the
importance of conflicts within the courts of the Abbasid
caliphs in an engaging manner. It reveals the customs,
morals, and values of the protagonists, who play a
central role in the narrative by embodying events and
conveying ideas and values. To captivate readers, the
stories are set in specific times and places, with the
narrative serving as a symphony that organizes these
elements. The narrative structure drives the characters,

depicts events, engages the reader, and evokes
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emotions. The study also focuses on various aspects of
narrative structures, including the narrator, and the
relationship between the narrator and the indirectly
narrated (narratee), as well as time and place. It begins
with an introduction to the author and his works,
followed by an explanation of the term "narrative
structures.” It then discusses the components of these
structures in the stories, their role in reflecting the social
and political life of the era, and their function in
constructing the narratives. Using an analytical
approach, the study highlights the narrative elements
and unmasks their aesthetic qualities. It concludes with
a summary of the main findings, followed by a
bibliography and the sources cited.

Keywords: Taher, Al-Tanahi, Banks, Tigris,

Euphrates, Narrative Structures.
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