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Words Indicating "Softness" in the Glorious Qur’an:
An Analytical Study in Light of the Theory of
Semantic Differences

Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the semantic differences
between words related to "softness” (;J) in the Glorious
Qur’an. Given the importance of these difterences for the
accurate understanding of the meanings of Qur’anic verses,
the study is titled "Words Indicating 'Softness' in the
Glorious Qur’an: An Analytical Study in Light of the
Theory of Semantic Differences.” It involves reviewing
and analyzing Qur’anic verses that include words related to
"softness" to identify subtle differences by examining
various Qur’anic contexts and determining semantic
differences based on these contexts.

The study begins with the linguistic roots of these
words by consulting lexical dictionaries to identify their
etymological meanings and then applies these meanings to
the contexts, as context determines the appropriate
meaning and highlights semantic difterences. The study

relies on Qur’anic exegeses for context analysis, supported

Vévo



A Byl § Al s ST TN () e 20101 IS A4l Syl s
by linguistic and collocational evidence to understand the
distinctions between meanings. Additionally, it employs
phonetic characteristics to support and enhance the
meanings of softness and identify difterences among them.
Although the words related to softness share a general
meaning, each word has a unique feature that sets it apart
from the others, indicating a close semantic relationship.

Therefore, the study requires a detailed analysis of
each word within its general meaning and specific group.
For instance, the group of words indicating humility
includes: humbleness (ss:5), softness (), supplication
(s,25), submissiveness (J3), reverence (<\+), and obedience
(752+); while the group of words indicating tranquility
includes: devotion (wss), serenity (wX.), and treat with
kindness and compassion (fi4 ai+). This classification
helps clarify what distinguishes each word in the Qur’anic
context.

The study also identifies these features through
linguistic and contextual meanings, considering verbal and
conceptual clues along with phonetic significance, using a

descriptive approach.
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Keywords: Words, Softening, Quran, Semantic

differences, Analysis, Linguistic, Contextual.
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