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A Reading in the Thresholds of Arabic
Compilations:
As-Sahibi by Ibn Faris (v4o AH) as a Model
Abstract
This study explores the term "thresholds of compilations,”
referring to titles, introductions, chapter headings,
sections, and 1issues that structure the work. These
thresholds reveal insights into the content, design, genius
construction, style of the author, and delve into its
scientific approach. The study applies these concepts to
one of the most significant works in Arabic philology: As-
Sahibi by Ahmad Ibn Faris (rvae AH). It begins by
introducing the book and its author, analyzing the book’s
title, and examining its introduction to highlight significant
points. The study then shifts to the chapter headings of the
book, discussing their characteristics and meanings. Key
findings include the referential function of the title As-
Sahibr, indicating the field of Arabic philology; the
inclusion of traditional points in the introduction, typical

of authors of that era; the purely linguistic perspective of
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the chapter titles, free from theological and logical
influences; the influence of various fields of knowledge on
Ibn Faris’s titles of chapter, reflecting his comprehensive
knowledge and the importance he placed on the
integration of sciences; and the impact of Ibn Faris on
subsequent scholars, such as Al-Tha’alibi in Figh al-Lugha
and Al-Suyuti in A/-Muzhir. Ibn Faris’s titles are noted for
their precision and appeal, employing various styles such as
interrogative and declarative titles, varying between length

and brevity, often relying on verbal contrasts.

Keywords: Arabic Philology, As-Sahibi, Ibn
Faris, Thresholds.
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