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Abstract

Averroes and Enlightenment

Enlightenment in general is an important issue for all Arab
and Western societies. There is no doubt that Averroes is a
pioneer of enlightenment and this research is discussing this
matter. Since Averroes is unanimously considered in Eastern and
Western countries to be one of the world's greatest philosophers
of enlightenment; there is a pressing need for explaining the
concept of enlightenment in his philosophy and what he meant by
enlightenment philosophy. Did he use "enlightenment" like
modern rationalists to refer only to intellectual enlightenment? Or
did he mean both intellectual and religious enlightenment? For
modern philosophers, enlightenment refers only to intellectual
enlightenment; was Averroes' philosophy referring solely to the
intellectual enlightenment or otherwise?

We can simply answer these questions saying: yes; the
enlightening philosophy of Averroes played a vital role in the
rationalist movement in Europe from the Middle Ages till the
threshold of the Modern Age. However, the method of
enlightenment that Averroes adopted will still be a controversial
question. It is also relevant to point out in this paper the meaning
and roots of enlightenment and then to study the concept of
enlightenment in Averroes' philosophy from the point of view of
modern rationalists. The study discusses how they used to
consider his enlightenment philosophy and then analyzes and
criticizes their arguments about his thoughts and opinions.
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